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A Word from the President: 
 

Greetings!! 

First of all, on behalf of Board of Directors Friends of 
Children of North Central Florida and One More Child, 
let me say Thank You for such a great event on 
September 24th at the Santa Fe River Ranch.  In total, we 
raised $121,248.76 (with expenses taken into 
account).  Again, special thanks to our Presenting 
Sponsor, O’Steen Brothers and Alan Hitchcock owner of 
Santa Fe River Ranch.  Because of the great success we 
were able to move ahead with the purchase of the first 
home in Gainesville that will become the initial site of 
our Brave Moms Program.  This home, supported by 
numerous future volunteers, will house 2-4 mom’s and 
children and be used to secure them, protect them, grow 
them, and prepare them to be able to stand on their own.  
Our current plan is to clean up both the outside and 
inside, rework the inside, and be ready for the first 
mom’s sometime around February/March of 2020.  As 
well, we are continuing to raise funds for all of our 
current programs and be in a position to purchase the 
second home -- located adjacent to the first home – and 
expand our impact to these brave moms.  

Also, we already have a date picked out for our next 
Denim and Diamonds event to be again held at Santa 
Fe River Ranch on Tuesday, September 29th, 2020.  
However, given our success and growth, next year we  

 

 

will move the event to the new Santa Fe River Ranch 
venue, Valley View – a more modern look but more 
importantly it will give us greater flexibility to 
accommodate greater numbers.   

Finally, for those of us in the country (Gilchrist, Levy 
and Dixie counties), we are searching for a location for 
either a Brave Moms location or for traditional foster 
family support in our area – so, more to come on that. 

Again, we thank you for making our efforts successful 
which will enable us to meet the needs of those that need 
a little bit of help.  While you contemplate how you can 
really get involved with us, I leave you with Matthew 
5:14-16: 

“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill 
cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and 

put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and 
it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, 
let your light shine before others, that they may see your 

good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” 

 

Blessings!! 

Denny George,                                   
President 
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 …from the Florida Baptist        
Children’s Home/One More Child 

 
Dear Friends, 

The FCBH/One More Child Annual Diaper Drive 
officially ended November 10, 2019. Thank you to all 
the churches, community 
members, and individuals who 
collected diapers for our local, 
statewide, and overseas 
ministries. 
  
We want to send our warm thanks to Northwest 
Baptist Church who delivered approximately 1200 
diapers and report more are headed our way. 
A big thank you to First Baptist Horseshoe Beach 
Church who delivered 746 diapers.  Special thanks to 
College Road Baptist Church in Ocala, FL who 
delivered 3809 diapers.  Although the Diaper Drive 
ended, One More Child is always in need of diapers 
and wipes for the children who are placed in our 
foster homes. Large sizes (3, 4, 5, 6 and pull ups) are 
an on-going need. 
  

November has always been a month 
of thanksgiving. One More Child is 
especially grateful to the following 
churches and groups who have 
blessed us with their time, treasures, 
and talents:  

• Westside Church’s Bohannon small group 
who organized our storage unit 

• Destiny Church group who cleaned our vacant 
Foster Family Home in preparation of a new 
family 

• Quilters Guild who made 20 large quilts and 
20 quilted tote bags for our foster children  

• First Baptist Church of Archer who donated a 
bountiful amount of paper goods and personal 
hygiene products 

 We cherish all of our donors and want to shine a light 
on the goodness of their hearts. We are sincerely 
sorry if we overlooked anyone 

One More Child is always in search of Christian 
families who have an interest in fostering but want to 
know more about the process.  Every month, One 
More Child hosts an Information Meeting at our 
Gainesville office, usually the first Tuesday of the 
month.  (Please see the date/time/location information  

 

posted at the bottom of this article). During the 
information meeting we share how FBCH became 
involved with fostering and discuss the great need in 
our community to provide Christian homes. We 
explain what is required for you, as a married couple 
or single person, to become a licensed foster parent. 

Not ready to foster? Would you consider encouraging 
your church or ministry group to learn about how to 
provide Wrap-Around support for foster 
families.  There are multiple volunteer opportunities 
available as well. Please contact our Volunteer 
Coordinator, Damaris Arroyo at 352-672-6112 
or Damaris.Arroyo@OneMoreChild.org 
  

Our next foster parent training class 
begins January 9th through March 
5th 2020. The classes will be held 
every Thursday from 6:00-9:00 PM. 
Location TBA.       
  

There is also a training class in Tallahassee January 
18, 25, Feb 1, 8. Four Saturday from 9-4 (one-hour 
lunch) located at 8415 Buck Lake Road, Tallahassee, 
FL 32317. 
  
To learn about becoming a foster parent, please 
contact Jennifer Hewitt, Licensing Specialist at 352-
672-6112 or Jennifer.Hewitt@OneMoreChild.org or 
Mary.Griffis@OneMoreChild.org  
 
O: 352.672.6112 C: 352.281.1052 F: 352.505.6196 
3700 NW 91st Street Suite B-300                    
Gainesville, Florida 32606 

www.FBCHomes.org | www.OneMoreChild.org 

 

 

 

was 
AMAZING!!! 

The North Central Florida Friends of Children 
wants to shout out a great BIG THANKS to those 
who made the 2nd Annual Denim & Diamonds 
Event a night to remember!!! 

Without our gracious 
sponsors, silent auction 
donors, live auction 
donors, Acteens of 
Alachua County, 
friends and family who 
volunteered it would 
not have happened.  
Our Table Sponsors were:         

Businesses:  O’Steen 
Brothers, Liberty 
Trucking, Cedar Lane 
Farms, Inc., The Crane 
Foundation, The 
Partnership for Strong 
Families, Campus 
USA, Santa Fe Trace 

Apartments, CT Mechanical, 
The Best Restoration, Paul 
Davis, Capital City Bank, 
Michael Metzler, CPA, PA, 
Renasant Bank, Florida Farm 
Bureau, Crane & Hyatt 

Insurance, Springhill 
Self Storage, Best 
Western Gateway 
Grand Hotel & 
Conference Center, RR 
Construction, Inc., 
Alachua Lions Club, 

and Curtis Law Firm, LLC.                        
Churches:  Bethel Baptist Church (Trenton), 
Concord Baptist Church (Chiefland), First Baptist 
Church of Chiefland, First Baptist Church of Cross 
City, First Baptist Church of High Springs, New 
Oak Grove Baptist Church, Priscilla Baptist Church 
of Bell and Westside Baptist Church (Gainesville). 
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Save the Date!!! 
 

               

3rdAnnual Denim & Diamonds Event                 
Tuesday, September 29th, 2020 

 

As we prepare for our FIRST Brave Moms Home in 
hopes to open early 2020, there are needs for the 
home.  We are sharing a partial list of things that 
will be needed to “set up” housekeeping.  If you 
would like to donate by actual purchase of items or 
monetarily; our Brave Moms will appreciate it!! 

Here are some of the large items needed:          
 Twin beds and mattresses 
 Full/Queen bed and mattress 
 Dressers   
 Bedside tables           
 Sofas      
 End tables    
 Lamps          
 Book Shelves    
 Large TV for living room  
 DVD player     
 Dining Room Table (to seat 8+) 
 Bar stools for kitchen breakfast bar 
 Refrigerator   

 Household Supplies:  
 Cleaning supplies    
 Basic kitchen needs (plates, silverware,  
  pots/pans, baking dishes, etc.)           
 Bathroom accessories (shower curtain, rugs) 
 Trash cans     
 Linens (bed, towels, wash clothes, quilts,  
  pillows, etc.)  

If you wish to learn more about the Brave Moms 
home, please contact the Friends of Children at:  
friendsofchildrenfl@gmail.com.  For a complete 
list of needs for the Brave Moms Home go to our 
website at www.focncf.org.   

 Friends of Children Mission:   

  

 
 
 
   

    Spotlight on                                                       
       our families… 
The Smiths have been licensed since November 
2016. They originally were licensed not just to help 
children in care, but to help a specific sibling group 
who Mrs. Smith knew through her work at a 
daycare. Prior to licensing, the Smiths already came 
with experience of caring for children who were not 
their biological children, as they are a blended 
family, including three adopted children. 
  
Once licensed, their first sibling group came to live 
with them and stayed for 9 months before being 
successfully reunified in large part due to the help 
and support of the Smith family! The Smiths 
continued to have a heart for sibling groups and 
keeping them together. Shortly after the transition 
of their first sibling group, the Smiths accepted a 
sibling group of 5, ranging from toddlers to teens! 
Prior to coming to the Smiths, these children were 
in 3 different homes in 3 different counties. They 
were so excited to be all together in the Smiths 
home as of August 2017. 
  
In August 2018, the transition began on one of the 
FBCH campuses to convert the group home into a 
foster family home. With about 100 homes to 
consider, the Smith family* were the first family 
thought of by several staff members and remained 
at the top of a short list of families already doing 
what we would want a family to do in this home – 
caring for and reunifying large sibling groups. Little 
did staff know, but the Lord had also laid on the 
hearts of the Smiths that they would at some point 
step into some role similar to what we were asking 
them to do. After prayer, consideration, and several 
walk throughs of the home, the Smith family 
decided to not only move in but to offer their own 
financial support, time, and resources to help 
modify, improve, and remodel the home into more 
of a family-like home. 
  
The Smiths moved into the foster family home in 
February 2019 with their 4 teenage daughters and 
the same sibling group of 5. As most do, the case 
for the 5 siblings took several turns, but in early 
August 2019, the 4 oldest siblings (all sisters) were 

able to be reunified with their biological father in 
Texas. 
  
In the meantime, the Smiths took only a few days to 
recoup and were then contacted about a young 
sibling group of 4, also separated, with one of the 
children reported to display some concerning 
behaviors and, as a result, was in need of an 
immediate placement. The Smiths first accepted this 
little one but observed none of the concerning 
behaviors reported. They were then able to 
participate in a short transition plan of the other 3 
children, each in a different One More Child home, 
to their home. The Smiths, being the most seasoned 
of the 4 involved foster families, took the lead by 
opening their home on a Saturday to the other 
families to come visit, meet, share information, and 
transition the children in a comfortable way. 
Although this sibling group is much younger than 
the last sibling group, the Smiths are again meeting 
all of the needs of these children! 
  
While the above information clearly demonstrates 
commitment and calling of 
the Smith family to serve 
foster children, the impact 
that they have had in the 
lives of the children in their 
care is best conveyed 
through the writings of a 
foster child who previously 
lived in the Smiths’ home: 
  
Hello everyone!... I just wanted to tell you guys to 
not be discouraged just because you are in the 
foster system. Yes! There are some bad foster 
homes. Yes! It’s going to be difficult. You have to 
make the best of it. I know from my own experience. 
I was also in the foster system. I was in the system 
for two years. I was 11 when I became a foster 
child. I was placed in the system when DCF came 
into my home. They took me away from my mom 
and my step dad. They took me because there were 
beer bottles all over the yard and around my home. 
There were also holes in the walls from when my 
mom and step dad would fight after drinking. I was 
placed in two foster homes. They didn’t feel like a 
home. It almost felt like being at school. I was 
separated from my little brother and my 2 little 
sisters. Fortunately, I was able to stay with my 
older sister. I became very discouraged because I 
was afraid that I would never see my younger 
siblings ever again. A few weeks later, I was told  
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that I would be reuniting with my siblings. This was 
my last foster home. They are the best people ever, 
the Smiths. They took care of us. They loved us and 
gave us whatever we needed. They gave us a home 
that actually felt like a home… I remember the first 
day I went to church. I saw everyone raising their 
hands…I didn’t know what was happening and I felt 
confused. I eventually got used to it. When I went to 
Youth Camp, I felt that God was telling me that 
everything was going to be alright. He told me not 
to worry because He was going to have control over 
the problems and struggles I was going through. I 
gave my heart to Christ at camp. When I returned to 
church, my youth pastor baptized me. My case 
manager/friend, Lisa*, told us that we would be 
having court and most likely we were going to live 
with our dad. I was mad and sad at the same time. I 
was leaving everybody I had become really close 
with. I was also leaving my favorite dog and cat at 
my foster families’ house. Most importantly, I was 
leaving my baby brother. We have different fathers 
so he wasn’t able to come with us. I miss him more 
every day. I am starting a new life remembering all 
I have done and all I have been through. I also plan 
to make my life better in the future than it ever has 
been. Yes! There are some bad things about the 
foster system but there are some good things too! It 
really is whatever you make of it. I suggest making 
it good. Be Courageous! Not Discouraged! Don’t 
let anything get in your way! God has a plan and a 
purpose for your life! 
  
*Names have been changed for confidentiality 
reasons. 
 
Who is FOC ?  
As you may know, this organization was created from a 
dream of more than fifteen years ago.  Our purpose, to 
establish a Florida Baptist Children’s Home campus in 
North Central Florida.  This dream was fulfilled in June 
2016.  Friends of Children of North Central Florida is a 
nonprofit 501c3 organization that raises funds to support 
our local campus in Gainesville and OMC Gainesville 
ministries.  Friends of Children Board of Directors: 

• Denny George, President, Trenton  
• Bobby Davis, VP, Worthington Springs 
• Mary Lynne Moore, Secretary, Gainesville 
• Bill Cellon, Treasurer, Gainesville 
• Kim Baxley, Gainesville 
• Donna Jordan, Melrose 
• Ron Locke, Gainesville 
• Faye Zuidema, Alachua 

 
 

Ways to continue to support FOC… 
The Friends of Children… are blessed to have the 
support of our local churches, pastors and those 
who serve in the community.  If it weren’t for the 
amazing volunteers and various ministries that 
provide supplies, meals, monetary gifts and 
personal time we would not be able to support One 
More Child ministries.  YOUR gifts are most 
appreciated and needed.  Your gift to FOC stays in 
our local area. If you wish to contribute and be a 
part of this amazing organization, you may send 
your financial donation gift to:   

Friends of Children 
PO Box 358502 
Gainesville, Florida  
32635-8502  
Or online at: https://www.focncf.org/how-to-help/ 

 

 

Friends of Children wants to say a very special 
thank you to a dear friend and 

supporter, Betty Corwin who has 
made lovely pillow cases for the kids 

in our foster homes for the past 
several years.  Also a thank you to 
Russ Cook’s Adult Sunday School 

Class of Alachua First who ensured that the 
retention pond area on the Cellon-Thomas Campus 

was maintained.  Thank you Ms. Betty and Mr. 
Cook’s Class  

  
  

FFoorr  ttoo  uuss  aa  cchhiilldd  iiss  bboorrnn,,  ttoo  uuss  aa  ssoonn  iiss  ggiivveenn,,  aanndd  
tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  wwiillll  bbee  oonn  

hhiiss  sshhoouullddeerrss..  AAnndd  hhee  wwiillll  bbee  
ccaalllleedd  WWoonnddeerrffuull  CCoouunnsseelloorr,,  
MMiigghhttyy  GGoodd,,  EEvveerrllaassttiinngg  
FFaatthheerr,,  PPrriinnccee  ooff  PPeeaaccee..                  

~~IIssaaiiaahh  99::66  
  

MMeerrrryy  CChhrriissttmmaass  aanndd                  
HHaappppyy  NNeeww  YYeeaarr  ffrroomm  NNoorrtthh  

CCeennttrraall  FFlloorriiddaa  FFrriieennddss    
ooff  CChhiillddrreenn!!!!      

GGoodd  BBlleessss  yyoouu  aanndd  yyoouurrss!!!! 
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