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A Word from the President:
Greetings!!
LET'S REMAIN FOCUSED
I was just looking at the calendar wondering where
has the year gone? Now is a good time to focus on
what is important. There are so many ways we all
get distracted. We are bombarded daily with more
and more things pulling us this way and that way.
We all can easily lose our focus on what is truly
important.
The Board of Friends of Children is not immune
from this situation either. We get many requests
and pulls from so many directions, so many
needs… that we must remain focused. Our mission
is, “Christ centered support for foster, adoptive and
in need families”. Working with One More Child,
our local churches and community we are
continuing to support our foster families and now
we are raising funds and communicating to our
community the importance and the opportunity we
have to reach single moms and their children, to
help in keeping them out of the foster care system,
through the Brave Moms program.

We are so thankful for all the financial support,
prayers and hard work that has blessed our foster
families this year. Meals, dollars donated and hands
on work at the foster family’s’ homes have
encouraged and helped those families who are
reaching out 24/7 to help provide love and support
to children when they need it most. The playground
is finished and the kids and sometimes even the
adults are seen playing on it. The pavilion is
underway and should be completed in the next few
months. Picnic tables and bicycle racks have
appeared! Because of your support some of the
children now have their new forever families.
Because of your remaining focus on the needs of
children in our community, now they have a mom
and a dad who is loving them appropriately, sharing
their hearts of compassion and helping when the
children need it most.
Our new Brave Moms project is just beginning.
This program will support a mom and her children
before the state has to become involved. The Brave
Moms program will work with moms and help them
where they are so families are not split. Moms
receive support through our local churches who
provide mentors, bible studies, meals, help with
child care, training in budgeting, building resumes,

and most of all, supporting and showing the Christ
centered support when they need it most. Friends of
Children, working alongside One More Child is
currently looking for a duplex, triplex or quadraplex
building, each with at least two bedrooms or a large
house that can be divided so we can house our
moms and their children. If you know of anything
like that near bus transportation, convenient to the
business centers, grocery stores and schools, please
let us know.
As we are celebrating the Christmas season and
remembering the One who was born and His
mission of redemption and His message of “bring
the little children unto me”, Friends of Children will
remain focused on helping that next child in our
community. There are still more children to be
reached, so let's not lose our focus and continued
support and help.
From all the entire board of Friends of Children
have a blessed Christmas season and a wonderful
New Year.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Ron Locke

…from Florida Baptist
Children’s Home/One More
Child

Thank you Mt. Olive Baptist Church of Live Oak for
hosting our December Info Night. We will be having
another Info Night in January where you can learn
about becoming a foster parent and other ways to
assist our foster families and the children in their care.
In addition, we will be starting a new Pride Class to
train prospective foster parents in the latter part of
January. Please contact Jennifer Hewitt, Licensing
Specialist for the date, time and location of both of
these events.
Special thanks to all the churches that participated in
the One More Child Diaper Drive. Union Baptist
Church held a competition between the men’s and
women’s Sunday School Classes. Thanks to their
generosity, 9200 diapers were delivered to our
Gainesville Office. Also Westwood Hills Church of
God who gave over 500 diapers. First Baptist of
Alachua delivered over 3000 diapers. Mt. Nebo
provided 386 diapers, First Baptist Church of
Horseshoe Beach delivered 528 diapers and North
Central Florida Baptist Association sent 755!! Thanks
to all who participated. We are so thankful for the
goodness of your servant hearts.
Huge thanks and many blessings to Westside Baptist
Church, Trinity Baptist of Keystone Heights, Acteens,
First Baptist of Micanopy, LMP Loans, and Grace
Baptist Church for providing gifts from the
Gingerbread Christmas gift lists as well as stockings,
pajamas, and other Christmas donations for our foster
families. We are filled to overflowing with gratitude.

“Children are a heritage from the LORD,
offspring a reward from him. Like
arrows in the hands of a warrior are
children born in one’s youth. Blessed is
the man whose quiver is full of them.
They will not be put to shame when they
contend with their opponents in court.”
~ Psalm 127:3-5

Smiling thanks to Sardis Baptist Church and First
Baptist of Waldo WMU for the gift of four, hand-built,
sturdy picnic tables for our Cellon-Thomas Homes.
Northwest Baptist donated a huge monetary
Christmas gift for our foster families and Ray’s Sheet
Metal donated four bicycle racks for our Campus
homes. We are so blessed!! Thank you ALL!!
Thank you,
Jennifer Hewitt
Licensing Specialist
O: 352.672.6112 C: 352.281.1052 f: 352.505.6196
3700 NW 91st Street, Ste. B-300
Gainesville, FL 32606
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Tuesday, September 18th
Our Brave Mom
guest speaker,
Joandy Sanchez.

An evening to
remember…
On Tuesday, September
18th, friends, family,
businesses and churches
gathered to hear about an
amazing program that is
sponsored by One More Child. The Brave Moms
Program began some time back and currently
exists in Lakeland, Jacksonville, and Miami. Friends
of Children wanted that program here, in
Gainesville. So, our Denim and Diamonds Event
was “created”!!
Thanks to the many, many donations from our
“friends”, we were able to raise over $87,000 to
begin “planting” the Brave Moms Program. A huge
“shout out” to Santa Fe River Ranch for providing
the amazing venue and O’Steen Brothers for being
our Presenting Sponsor, Cedar Lane Farm, Santa Fe
Ford and Liberty Trucking as Diamond Sponsors
and the many Gold Sponsors!!

Thankful...

Some of our
Sponsors…

One More Child Staff
and guests...

Friends and fun...

A night to remember…

Friends of Children are planning next year’s Denim
& Diamonds Event… Stay tuned for more
information!!
“do not cease to give thanks for
you, making mention of you in
my prayers:” ~Ephesians 1:16

Spotlight on
our families…
Written by one of our foster mothers.
“Never in a million years did I think I’d have a
convicted felon spending the night in my house”.
As I think about those words, I’m amazed at the
journey we’ve been on for 2 years. Our foster care
life started by wanting to adopt. We were taking the
PRIDE classes and I was “that” person. The person
saying, I could NEVER do foster care because I
couldn’t give the children back to “those parents”.
“Those parents” that made bad choices at the
expense of their children. I had no grace for them.
Then something happened. The Lord said, “If not
you, then who?”. Who would help these children?
And honestly, I started out wanting to help the
children, not the parents, because at that time, my
grace for the parents, hadn’t fully developed yet.
We get licensed, and accept our first child.
We surrounded ourselves with the foster care
community. I hear the community talking about
“pouring love and support” into these parent’s lives,
to re-connect their family. What? Re-connect their
family? Why in the world would I want to do that?
That family is broken by those parents’ choices.
Then God spoke again. “Where is your grace? I
give you grace endlessly, where is yours?” …
Really? This took time and tons of prayer, but my
thoughts started to change.
I had to start looking at the family unit as something
that needed to be restored, no matter what it looked
like. It wouldn’t look like mine, that’s what I had to
get over. A family is a unit that loves a child, no
matter where that love is coming from…a mom,
dad, grandparent, uncle, aunt, family friend etc.
This was a new concept for me, but I embraced it!
Fast forward to child number 6. Two-year-old boy,
we will call him “Joe”. Mom gets out of jail 3 months
into the case, and that’s where the magic
happened. We started communicating via written
notes when Joe would go visit her. Her abounding
appreciation for us took us by surprise. It was
something we hadn’t felt before. She thanked us
every single time she would write to us. Joe turned

3, and we decided to have a joint visit with us and
mom, and celebrate his birthday with a lunch.
Whoa…. a meeting together? Awkward for us, as
this was a place we never went before. It went
great, she told us her entire story honestly. She
took responsibility for her actions, again, nothing
we had experienced before.
Over the entire year of the case, we saw her
through it. We loved her child, we supported her,
we prayed for her, and most importantly we loved
her as well. We wanted to see this family back
together. We attended the graduation of her
program, got to know her supportive community
and fought for her case.
Joe needed minor surgery. Both Mom and I, as the
legal care-giver, had to be present the morning of
the surgery. We had to be at the surgery center
EARLY. Mom lives an hour away, and depends
other people to give her rides. That’s a big burden
for someone to get up that early to get her to the
surgery. It only made sense that she spent the
night with us here in town. It was natural. We loved
her, and her son. We wouldn’t have it any other
way. Were there little voices in our heads saying,
“are you crazy?”, yup there was. We didn’t listen.
We didn’t listen to anyone. Anyone who questioned
our decisions both then and now. We knew that
God had this in our plans. We listened to God.
Our family will forever be changed and is now
larger because of this journey. Where will this
journey take us in the future? Who knows? Another
felon becoming a close family friend? Maybe?
Maybe not, maybe this was rare “unicorn” case. If
so, then it was God’s plan. We are ready for
whatever he wants us for. We will continue to listen,
no matter how hard it is to hear.
*Name has been changed for confidentiality
reasons.

In Case You Didn’t Know…
One who is not familiar with foster families,
social services, or even know what is
entailed in caring for families in need might
ask: “What do the families/moms really
need?” “How can I help?”
Currently One More Child has 21 licensed foster
homes in the North Central Florida area (four which
are on the Cellon-Thomas Campus), caring for 39+
children who have been removed from their homes.
Being a foster parent involves so much more than
opening up your home to care for a child in need.
There are not only physical needs, but there is a
great need for emotional support and just good ol’
tender loving care for these children. Friends of
Children strives to help in providing for our families
as well as the children in their care. Some basic
needs you can help with are:









Being a qualified babysitter in order for foster
parents to have alone time.
Providing meals to a foster family on a regular
basis.
Adopting a family and maintaining consistent
contact with the kids and their family through
special activities, etc.
Tutoring or homework help.
Helping with lawn/home maintenance.
Becoming an approved “respite” parent to allow
foster parents to go away to conferences or just
some R & R.
Fundraising and monetary donations are needed
in order to provide continual support for our
amazing foster parents.
We need Prayer Warriors! Through prayer, our
needed resources can happen! Prayers are
answered!

FOC works with One More Child, in coordinating
wrap-around services for foster families. This enables
foster families to receive additional resources in
providing care to children. This also provides a way
for churches to minister to those who are
fostering/adopting. Not everyone is called to foster or
adopt, but every individual is called to help orphans
and vulnerable children. From a church and
community perspective, this is what is called “wraparound” services. Wrap-around services help give the
foster /adoptive parents relief through prayer, respite,
and resources.
And as we have shared, One More Child Brave Moms
Program (also known as Single Moms) is a residential
ministry that exists to serve courageous single moms
and their children who need support, stability, and
encouragement as they fight to better their lives and
provide their families with a future filled with hope and
possibility. A majority of these moms come from

homelessness, financial ruin, and other difficult life
situations. Each mom has custody of their child or
children, however, if not helped immediately risks
losing their children to the Department of Children and
Families.
Most of our moms have been caught in the same
cycle that they came from and it is our goal to end this
cycle for them and their children by focusing beyond
the immediate crisis of homelessness, lack of food
and clothing and equipping single mothers through
opportunities for future sustainability and growth as a
functioning family.
The Single Moms program utilizes a hands-up
approach to helping single moms and their children.
At entry into the program the mom is accessed to
identify where they are educationally, emotionally,
and financially. Each mom is set up with specific
goals to address their unique areas of needs while
simultaneously focusing on their strengths to assist
them to optimal self-sufficiency. For example, goals
may include acquiring effective budgeting techniques
while working towards a specific financial target to
save a sum of money for housing needs, to achieve a
specific educational goal/vocational skill that will
enhance their job status or increase their income
levels, and on a psycho-social level, obtain and
participate in counseling. Spirituality goals are also
encouraged, to include engagement in a local church
resulting in exposure to a healthy outside community,
but also increased protective factors of social
connections and concrete supports. The supervisor
then prepares a plan to direct the mom over the next
12 months of stay in the program so that when they
have completed the program the protective factors
are strengthened and the mom is able to thrive in the
community.
During the 12 months, each mom must be employed,
complete Thursday evening New Start and skill
classes, save 30 percent of their income, and show
consistent growth in their parenting skills. In addition,
One More Child gives each mom the opportunity to
increase their education or receive a certification to
increase their education or receive a certification that
will help their ability to provide for their children
through available scholarships.
The Single Moms Program utilizes several tools to
facilitate and measure success as well as provide
evidence of best practices that ensure optimal
stewardship of resources provided to sustain the
program. Since the initial start of the Single Moms
program, 87% of the moms have successfully
completed the program and thrived in the
community around them.

YOU, our supporters, are the key to the
success of both the Foster Care Program
and Brave Moms. Please continue to pray
for these programs and support however you are led.

Financial Update:

Who is FOC ?

Thanks to the generous giving of our faithful
donors, plus the excellent results of the Denim
and Diamonds fundraiser, we have raised
$200,000 toward the purchase of housing for
the Brave Moms ministry site.

As you may know, this organization was created
from a dream of more than fifteen years ago. Our
purpose, to establish a Florida Baptist Children’s
Home campus in North Central Florida. This dream
was fulfilled in June 2016. Friends of Children of
North Central Florida is a nonprofit 501c3
organization that raises funds to support our local
campus here in Gainesville.
Friends of Children Board of Directors:
 Ron Locke, President, Gainesville
 Bobby Davis, VP, Worthington Springs
 Mary Lynne Moore, Secretary, Gainesville
 Bill Cellon, Treasurer, Gainesville
 Ester Tibbs, Gainesville
 Tonya Blackman, McIntosh
 Faye D. Zuidema, Alachua
 Donna Jordan, Melrose
 Denny George, Trenton

Based on the potential properties we have
seen so far we need approximately $150,000
in additional funds in order to purchase
property.
Your continued prayers and monetary gifts can
help us attain this goal in the coming 2019
year.
Also, Friends of Children are seeking board
members for the 2019 year. If you are
passionate about children and ensuring they
are safe and nurtured and are willing to
advocate for them, please contact FOC at
friendsofchildrenfl@gmail.com. You will be
blessed beyond your imagination!!

Our Mission Statement

"Christ-centered
support for
foster, adoptive
and in need
families."

Friends of Children
P. O. Box 358502
Gainesville, Florida
32635-8502

